
2 

Computer Literacy Knowledge and Skill Development Continuum 
The following resource is intended to support districts to ensure students receive developmentally appropriate 
opportunities to gain computer literacy skills at each grade level. The continuum of computer literacy skills for K-
12 was created by a working group convened by ISBE.  

Beginning with the 2022-23 school year, all school districts shall ensure that students receive developmentally 
appropriate opportunities to gain computer literacy skills at each grade level K-12. Additionally, students entering ninth 
grade in the 2022-23 school year and each school year thereafter must participate in one year of a course that includes 
intensive instruction in computer literacy, which may be English, social studies, or any other subject and that may be 
counted toward the fulfillment of other graduation requirements. 

Basic Operations, Concepts, and Keyboarding 
Students understand the fundamental concepts of operations and the various technology devices. They also leverage 
technology to set and demonstrate competency in their learning goals. 

Students will be able to build their fine motor skills, along with increasing hand-eye coordination, as they begin to 
demonstrate the ability to use basic keyboard functions and touchscreen devices. 

Beginning — Concept or skill is introduced by the teacher. With guidance and support, the student will practice or apply the 
skill or concept. 
Developing — With minimal support, the student can apply the skill or concept. 
Secured — Without support, the student can independently apply the skill or concept. 

B=Beginning       D=Developing       S=Secured 
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Data Management and Security 
Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical 
behavior. 

Students will be able to plan, implement, and monitor cyber security measures to ensure system and account 
protection. 
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Internet Searching and Online Databases
Students will use media literacy skills, civic-developed skills, and strategies to evaluate digital tools and resources 
to research a topic, organize information, and share their findings with others. 

Multimedia, Software Applications, and Collaboration Tools 
Students demonstrate creative thinking and problem-solving within a design process to create original works as a 
means of personal or group expression. 

Students use digital tools to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual 
learning and contribute to the learning of others. 
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